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The Augustinian Church Choir from Erfurt in Germany
warmly welcomes you and is looking forward to their concert
tour through Japan.

We have come to you from Erfurt, the capital of Thuringia, in
central Germany. This region is known to be the home of Johann
Sebastian Bach, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe as well as Martin
Luther. At the beginning of the 16th century Martin Luther lived
and studied in Erfurt’s Augustinian Monastery, the home of our
choir.

Long preparation was necessary to undertake this tour and
we would like to thank all our Japanese partners for arranging
contacts and their wonderful support.

We have brought a great variety of music to you from distant
Europe. You will hear works for chorus and organ or a-capella
music by Johann Sebastian Bach, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
and Louis Spohr. Together with Japanese choirs we will also
perform Japanese and German folk songs.

Our tour includes seven concerts in Osaka, Kobe, Kizugawa
and Tokyo.

We wish you all a healthy, happy and peaceful future.
Enjoy the music.

Dietrich Ehrenwerth,
Regional church music
director

Thorsten WeiB},
Chairman of the Choir’s
support association
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Greetings by llse Junkermann,
regional protestant bishop

“I'love music ... It is rather a gift of God than of humans, it
creates cheerful hearts, it drives the devil away, it brings great
pleasure. It serves to overcome wrath, desire, pride.”

(Martin Luther)

What the church reformer had said about music, still applies
today. | am very glad that the Augustinian Church Choir of
Erfurt’s world famous Augustinian Monastery goes on a concert
tour as an “ambassador of music” and will also sing together
with many people in Japan. Music connects people of all cultu-
res, religions and languages in a most delightful way.

In this spirit of connectedness rather than of separation, the
Protestant church of central Germany will celebrate the anni-
versary of the church Reformation next year. Martin Luther had
sent this message that still encourages us to approach each other
with mutual respect, positive curiosity and mutual appreciation.

| wish all musicians, the singers from the Augustinian Church
Choir as well as their Japanese partners and their common au-
dience, joyful encounters and God'’s blessings for all their musical
activities under the motto of the Reformation decade 2016
“Reformation and The One World”.

Yours,

llse Junkermann
Regional Bishop of the Protestant
Church in Central Germany
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‘ EVANGELISCHE KIRCHE
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Greetings by Andreas
Bausewein, Mayor of the city

Erfurt greets Japan through the singes of
the Augustinian Church Choir of Erfurt,

a city of the Protestant Reformation. Erfurt,
the capital of the Free State of Thuringia,
is Martin Luther’s starting point for his
career as a church reformer: His academic
education, his connection to the religious
order of the Augustinian Eremites and his
role as a preacher all originate here.

The Reformation changed Germany,
Europe and the world, and it is a great
pleasure to see that both the faith in God
and the ecumenism of the anniversary of
the Reformation can connect people all
over the world.

You have chosen a very special way to demonstrate this: music.
Music and singing can easily bridge cultural, linguistic and
geographical gaps, they connect people in the most cheerful
way, they do not know prejudices, and they represent diversity
and fellowship.

Erfurt is a tolerant city of diversity and | wish you
mutually interesting and enriching experiences.

Erfu rt

LANDESHAUPTSTADT
THURINGEN
Stadtverwaltung

Yours,

Andreas Bausewein
Mayor of the capital of Thuringia, Erfurt
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Founded in 1877 as the Augustinian’s
Choral Society, the Augustinian Church
Choir developed into one of the
largest amateur choirs of the region of
Thuringia, in the centre of Germany,
with about 120 members. Despite
recruiting its members from different
parishes as well as from various religious
groups, it is nonetheless irrevocably
connected with the Protestant Church
not least because its home is the
Monastery of Augustinian Friars, a place
where Martin Luther lived as a monk
more than 500 years ago.

The choir contributes to the rich
musical life of the region with regular
performances of the well-known ora-
tories and passions of Johann Sebastian
Bach, whose Christmas oratory is a
longstanding yearly highlight of the
concert season in Erfurt, the capital
of Thuringia. However, the choir's
repertoire does not only consist of
the familiar masses, oratories and
passions of Bach, Handel, Haydn,
Schubert, Dvorak and Mendelssohn.

It also includes the far more modern
“Laudes organi” of the Hungarian
composer Zoltan Kodaly and the “Te
Deum” of the Belgian composer Flor
Peeters. Moreover, the versatile choir
performed the popular requiems by
Mozart, Brahms, Fauré, but also far
less-known pieces, such as the requiem
by Maurice Duruflé.

For more than 25 years the choir
has been led by conductor Dietrich

Ehrenwerth and gained nationwide
recognition. Since the year of 2000,
the choir regularly performs Bach-
cantatas during church services

and has participated in radio- and
television broadcasts. Concert tours
have taken the choir to important
religious centres of Germany, e.g.
Bremen, Liineburg, Giistrow and Hil-
desheim. Together with the organist
Matthias Dreilig, the choir produced
the CD “Laudes organi” in 2003.
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Dietrich Ehrenwerth ...

Studied church music in Halle/Saale (Germany) and graduated
in 1983 with an A-exam. Afterwards he worked as a church
musician at the Collegiate Church in Gernrode/Harz (Germany).

In 1989 he received a position as cantor at the Augustinian
Church in Erfurt and since has been conducting both the Augus-
tinian Church Choir, an interdenominational oratory choir of the
town, as well as the Andrew’s Church Chamber Orchestra. He
founded the Augustinian Vocal Ensemble in 1992. In 1998 he
was honoured with the title “Director of Church Music” and in
2000 he became regional church music director of the Protestant
Church of Central Germany.

All ensembles conducted by Dietrich Ehrenwerth regularly
perform the major choral symphonic works of classical church
music (Bach, Handel, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Brahms etc.) but
also more recent pieces of the 20th/21st century for chorus
and organ as well as a-cappella-music from the 16th up to the
21st century. Apart from the traditional baroque and classical-
romantic orchestral repertoire, modern pieces are also played.
Ehrenwerth is the artistic director of the concert series “Sunday
Concerts in the Augustinian Monastery”.
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Karin Ehrenwerth ...

Studied church music from
1976 -1982 in Halle/Saale (Ger-
many) and graduated with an
A-exam. After an assistantship at
the Protestant Church of Peace in
Potsdam-Sanssouci, she started
her career by giving concerts as
a freelance organist and chamber
musician.

Since 1989 she has been living in

Erfurt and ever since continued

her career as a church musician

at the Preacher’s Church as well

as the Augustinian Church of that

town. Currently, she conducts two

children’s choirs with children of

different age groups. She is both a

répétiteur and continuo-player for

the Augustinian Church Choir, the Andrew’s Church Chamber
Orchestra as well as the Augustinian Vocal Ensemble.

In addition to her extensive work with the above mentioned
ensembles, she teaches piano and organ at the local music
school and regularly works together with the most different
ensembles performing chamber music.
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In 1501 Martin Luther came to Erfurt,
which was then a big and well-known
city with a famous university, an im-
pressive cathedral, many churches and
monasteries: a centre of trade and com-
merce, of education and culture. Luther
was preparing himself for four years to
study law at the local university when
he suddenly changed his mind and
became a monk of the religious order
of the Augustinian-Eremites.

Today the monastery serves as a hotel
and study centre for people from
Erfurt, the near region but also for
scholars from all over the world.

As a monk, Martin Luther studied the
Bible, the Holy Scriptures of Christians.
He discovered a discrepancy between
the words of God and Christ in the
Bible and the many false doctrines of
the church of his time. Therefore he
placed the Bible in the centre of both
Christian thinking and faith and the

activities of the church. His first reli-
gious principle was called: only the
scripture (= the Bible) — in Latin sola
scriptura. And he discovered further
that God has mercy with all humans,
is close to them and saves them from
death. This is the main message of
Jesus Christ. Consequently, Luther
demands in his second religious prin-
ciple: God can only be understood
through Christ (= solus Christus). Not
their earthly achievements and abilities
make humans worthy to God but their
trust in and love for God. Therefore it
is only the faith and not the works of
humans that count (= sola fide).

The Buddhist tradition of Japan also
asks for the right attitude of humans,
which may lead them on their way

to redemption. 200 years previous

to Luther, the theologians Honen
shonin (St Honen) and Shinran shonin
(St Shinran) were concerned with

the interpretation of the Sutra “Pure

Land”. Master Honen-shonin said: As
soon as someone with a faithful heart
recites the Nembutsu-prayer, he will be
saved. His follower Shinran expanded
this thought: It is enough to recite the
prayer and to be thankful in order to

be saved. This is an analogy to Luther’s
thought about human’s righteousness
before God achieved only by their belief
rather than by their deeds.

It was in Erfurt where Martin Luther
receives the foundation for his theo-
logical and reformatory thinking.

He takes up many ideas of other scho-
lars, finds inspiring conversational
partners in his religious order both
amongst Erfurt’s scholars and his
friends. In Erfurt starts his career as a
most influential reformer of the theo-
logical thinking of Christianity and
the Christian church. In 1511 Luther
leaves Erfurt to become a professor for
Biblical sciences at the newly founded
University of Wittenberg.




RIVF4> JVEA—IEIT7 7V THRD

HFENNENBEOERZEE L #
IEMDFEEDREZEZIFANEERA.
I77IVbDEEERANDE CIRZEHE
TBEOEELAEFER DI I 77V
FC2F IR MNEODH S EHFEH RS
DEHEREELLTORDEHBEDL

nedE, 151 1EIVE—FT77

WWEEEDT v TNV DF LK
FOEEFHRICE O

LHOUIRDIT 77TV TCORANIEITZ
IWEDEEERELI: AT REZV D
MBEDERICHEREZ 1524
FECTT77IVTTETRE Y FDIER
hSGEBEETENHREIN. 707X
2 ROFEREN 1 5 2 5EITESN
BXOEMHAFH Lo, 15308
ERIT7TIVEDELDERIEO— AL
Yy oBEETOTRAE Y MIEITENY
TROSNT, ZNURI T 7V D
HRIZ 2 DOFERICHDNTEELT
WBDTE, 1 6 I KRICTT7ZILMKE
IO XTIV DFEIICIET 5T
A7 ARV FDBEH MDD, 5Tl
IT77)VbKRETTATRAZ Y MaEHE
FRTENTESR.NIET1994FD
AEFRATBEICHE DT,

BECRIVT A IV —IEEEE BT
LTWTFUR MFEDEMNEZFDS
TEEGMEDIFICLI RIESHES
HHEMBRTFUANIGEICTONT
WBIEERAL e, ZLDELBEHEE
EREITT77IVhOTOFREZV NS

THASBEEL TV FAZIE TN N
wIN—ANJL(1653—1706)7%
EBRETOATRAE Y FOBEEZTHER,
I\ BNRFTY INvI\OERIE
I77)IVMcEFNEE L.

150ANDEEHNSKEAITT7IVNET
D9 AT A VEEDEFERITHER 1Y
TTOTAZY b DBEREZRDIEH%Z
FEMOTUVDS, BEILEICRHE RS
TN HLEELRB RO Y — b
LTW5, ZLDETHKE IS TR EES
HWoDFI)AMEMOEMRIREIBREL
BEEDSEEEZFT TSN, Sola
scriptura, solus Christus, Sola fidel&4%
HEGEHEIT7 IV TEZLDALEEZEN
W3,

RTATRA A4
I77)IVbDTATFRAZY MEEED
DEIHE

ILBEFEADIETESEZ TR S0k
Wollboldt—FBglEy  $&2zSEIcREHILE I,




Nonetheless, his friends in Erfurt

start to reform the church: Protestant
preachers preach in the churches, in
1524 a first hymnbook with Protestant
songs is published; a Protestant liturgy
is introduced in 1525. The congrega-
tions are newly arranged. Since 1530
a special contract regulates how many
of the city’s churches are Roman-Catho-
lic and how many are Protestant. Ever
since, Christians of both confessions
live in Erfurt. At the end of the 16th
century a chair of the so called Augs-
burg Confession is established at the
university. From this time on, it is
possible to study Protestant Theology
at Erfurt University until its closure.
This is again possible since the univer-
sity’s re-opening in 1994, though the
focus is on Protestant religious peda-
gogy.

Already Martin Luther loved music
and placed in the centre of worship
of Christians. He himself wrote many
songs that are still sung by many
Christians all over the world. Many
important church musicians worked in

the Protestant churches of Erfurt, e.g.
Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706). The
parents of the most famous Protestant
church musician, Johann Sebastian
Bach, were born and raised in Erfurt.

Erfurt’s Augustinian Church Choir
with its 150 singers continues the long
tradition of Protestant church music
in central Germany. The choir mainly
sings spiritual music and performs
during church services and spiritual
concerts. Many of the choir’s singers
understand their musical activities as
an expression of the Christian procla-
mation and their own faith. The music
itself gives them support for their
Christian faith. Sola scriptura, solus
Christus and sola fide — still guides
many people in Erfurt today.

Matthias Rein
Senior of the Protestant Parish of Erfurt
and member of the choir

We wish to thank Yukari Wollboldt-
Komazaki for her hints about Buddhist
theology.
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Erfurt is the city in the green heart of
Germany. The bishopric of Erfurt was
founded in 742 by Saint Boniface. In
the middle ages the city, at the crossing
point of long-established trade routes,
grew into a powerful trade centre and
university city. The dye woad, in de-
mand everywhere, brought prosperity
and power to the city and its citizens.

The architectural ensemble of the
Cathedral and the Church of St. Seve-
rus, with its magnificent and melo-
dious 500 year old bell “Gloriosa”, the
elegant patrician houses and charming
timber-framed buildings and the
many churches which earned the city
its nickname of “Thuringia’s Rome”,
make the 1270 year old city of Erfurt

a picture book of German history. As
the economic, intellectual, cultural
and political centre of Thuringia, it

has attracted such important figures
as Luther, Adam Ries, Goethe, Schiller,
Herder, Wieland, Bach, Humboldt, Tsar
Alexander and Napoleon during its
eventful history.

The 120-metre long Merchants’ Bridge
has houses built along its entire length,
which are still occupied today. The
only bridge of its kind in Europe, it lies
at the heart of one of the best preser-
ved medieval town centres in Germany
where past and present blend together
in perfect harmony. The heart of this
up-and-coming regional capital beats
in the well preserved and lovingly
restored old town. As the capital of
Thuringia, Erfurt has all the facilities
required to stage a successful confe-
rence or seminar, national or interna-
tional trade fair or specialist exhibition.
Excellent transport links and hotels

to suit every taste and pocket, as well
as the hospitality of the people of
Erfurt, make a visit to this city a special
experience.
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Concert Programm

Songs of the Reformation

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

A mighty fortress is our God
(Lyrics and melody: Martin Luther)

Balthasar Resinarius
(1486-1544)

Give us Thy blessed peace
(Lyrics and melody: Martin Luther)

Arnold Mendelssohn
(1855-1933)

The best period of the year is mine
(Lyrics: Martin Luther)

All three church songs date back to
the early 16th century and remind us
of the beginning of congregational
singing in Christian church services.
They gave an important impulse to the
entire European music culture already
500 years ago.

Spiritual folk songs

August Harder
(1775-1813)

Go forth, my heart, and seek delight
(Lyrics: Paul Gerhardt)

Heinrich Isaak

(1450-1517)

Now rest beneath night’s shadow
(Lyrics: Paul Gerhardt)

Max Reger
(1873-1916)

The moon has risen

(Lyrics: Matthias Claudius, melody:
Johann Abraham Peter Schulz)

These songs are very popular in
Germany and praise the beauty of
nature, the silence of the evening
and God's presence and work.

Chorus a-capella

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

Jesus my joy

Under your shelter

Away with all earthy treasure
Yield, you mourning spirits

Originally composed as funeral music,
the motet “Jesus, my joy” (BWV 227)
belongs today to one of the most
frequently performed choral works

of Bach. Based on a church song

by Johann Franck (melody: Johann
Criiger) composed in Berlin at the
end of the 17th century, Bach’s motet
connects the century of the Reforma-
tion with the time of the late baroque
era. Apart from elaborately arranged
choral verses, of which a small selec-
tion can be heard, it contains many of
the original verses from the Bible.
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Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
(1809-1847)

Shout to the Lord (Psalm 100)

Mendelssohn performed both as a pia-
nist and a conductor all over Europe
and undertook many concert tours,
amongst others to England. He was
music director of the city of Diisseldorf,
conductor of the Leipzig Gewand-
haus orchestra as well as chief musical
director of the Prussian King in Berlin.
In 1842 he founded the first German
conservatory in Leipzig. Psalm 100 was
composed in 1844 for the Cathedral
Choir of Berlin. The three-part musical
setting is very convincing with its mag-
nificent sound, especially in the middle
part consisting of eight voices.

Choir and Organ/Piano

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

Glory and praise be to God, the Lord

Arrangement: Martin Bartsch
(following BWV 243, 11)

The Latin “Sicut locutus est” from
Bach’s Magnificat has received a jubi-
lant German text, the organ replaces
the Orchestra, which originally accom-
panies the choir only colla parte.

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
(1809-1847)

Veni Domine, Op. 39, 1
Laudate pueri, Op. 39, 2

Both Mendelssohn’s oratories as well
as his a-capella-works are very much
appreciated by choirs all over the
world. Not as well-known are his com-
positions for choir and organ. The
works for women'’s choirs were compo-

sed in 1830 after a visit of the Roman
church of Trinita dei Monti, where
Mendelssohn was inspired by the
singing of the nuns.

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
(1809-1847)

Hymn, Op. 96

Three sacred songs and fugue “Let us
sing his hallowed praises”

The three sacred songs are based on
a poem by the rich London music
lover Charles Bayles Broadley and
derived from a version the 13thpsalm
in English. Mendelssohn’s original
composition for choir and organ was
later adapted for choir and orchestra
and finally complemented by the
fugue.
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Concert Programm

Louis Spohr
(1784-1859)

The Lord shall bless thee (Psalm 128),
Op. 122

The composer Louis Spohr was a
highly regarded violinist during his life
time but also a conductor of several
well-known orchestras. In the city

of Kassel he founded the Caecilian-
Society and a choral society whose
members mainly belonged to the
aristocracy and the rich middle class.
Altogether he left 150 compositions.
Similar to Mendelssohn’s composition
the one by Spohr is also based on

a text by Charles Bayleys Broadley.
Likewise, the first version from 1841
was arranged for chorus and organ
while the second version from 1843

was composed for choir and orchestra.

German folk songs

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
(1809-1847)

O valleys wide, o heights
The Nightingale

Both choral songs stem from the col-
lection of “Six songs for mixed chorus,
to be sung outside”, op. 59. They
were composed during the summer
months of the years 1837-1843 when
Mendelssohn spent time with his

family on their vineyard near Frankfurt.

The romantic songs, mainly dealing
with nature and spring, are based on
poems of prominent German poets of
that time.

Engelbert Humperdinck
(1854-1921)

Heather Rose

The text for this song was written by
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe during
a stay in Strasburg at around 1770. At
this time, 21-year old Goethe was in
love with Friederike Brion, the daugh-
ter of an Alsatian pastor, to whom this
poem is addressed.
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October 9th 2016
10:30 a.m.

October 11th 2016
06:00 p.m.

October 12th 2016
06:00 p.m.
October 13th 2016
October 14th 2016
12:30 p.m.

October 16th 2016
10:15. a.m.

October 17th 2016
02:00 p.m.

Musical accompaniment of worship
service and short concert in the Kobe
Eiko Church (United Church of Christ
Japan)

Concert in the Kwansei-Gaikun-
University in Nishinomiya in
cooperation with the University Choir

Concert in Kizugawa (Kamo Bunka
Center) in cooperation with three
Japanese youth choirs

Concert in the German Embassy

Concert in Inagi (near Tokyo)
(Inagi Municipal hall) in cooperation
with Japanese culture ensembles

Musical accompaniment of worship
service and short concert in Tokyo
Yamate Church Shibuya (United
Church of Christ Japan)

Concert in the Shibuya Cultural
Center Owada — Sakura Hall (Tokyo)




WELCOME

TO THE AUGUSTINIAN PROTESTANT
MONASTERY IN ERFURT

The Augustinian Protestant Monastery

in Erfurt is a unique testimony of

Lutheran tradition, protestant belief and
contemporary Christian life. The monastery
in its totality and unity with church,
cloisters, courtyards, monastic buildings
and adjoining buildings is a rare example
of medieval church architecture.

ah

EVANGELISCHE KIRCHE
IN MITTELDEUTSCHLAND

www.augustinerkloster.de

— LUTHERSTATTE —

EVANGELISCHES

AUGUSTINERKLOSTER
zU ERFURT

CONFERENCES

We can offer a range of 12 different event
rooms suitable for up to 200 people. Please
contact us for an individual offer concerning
your conferences, celebrations or receptions.

»Hospitality is everywhere
where there is a church.“  Mmartin Luther

ACCOMODATION

This conference and meeting centre is
associated with a modest life style in the
monastic tradition. The calm and peaceful
atmosphere in our simple and brightly
furnished rooms creates an ideal space to
unwind after a busy day.

BOOKING & QUESTION:
Evangelisches Augustinerkloster zu Erfurt - Augustinerstraie 10 - 99084 Erfurt
Tel.: +49 361/576600 - Fax: +49 361/5766099 - info@augustinerkloster.de



www.goethestrasse.info

Goethe Route

Frankfurt_Wetzlar_Fulda
Eisenach__Erfurt_Weimar__
Jena__Leipzig_ Dresden
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Romantikhotel auf der Wartburg
Auf der Wartburg 2 - 99817 Eisenach

Tel. +49 3691 797-0 - Fax. +49 3691 797-100
info@wartburghotel.de - www.wartburghotel.de

%8 4 arcona-W. Hotelbetriebsgesellschaft mbH - SteinstraBe 9 - 18055 Rostock
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